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Lao Attached Field (LAF) has been imitating Jesus by getting involved in the com-

munity development work in Laos.  Our objective is to let the water and the toilets 

preach the gospel.  So, the Mok Jong Water-Sanitation project was conceived on 

this concept.  Mok Jong is a mountainous village of Pak Ou District, Luang Pra-

bang province.  People in this village used to live like their ancestors hundreds of 

years ago.  They had no water, no sanitation, and no electricity.  So primitive that 

tourist operations would take tourists to visit their village to see how they live.  But, 

nobody ever thought of changing these people’s condition of life.  Instead, they 

profit from the misery and suffering of these people. 

An Adventist pastor found this village when he visited his relatives in 2012.  The 

seed of the gospel was sown in the hearts of his relatives and some have em-

braced the gospel message.  When I visited this village in 2014 I found the condi-

tion of life here in this village unacceptable.  There were people with diseases and 

children were malnourished and looked dirty.  When I checked their drinking water 

source it was just a borehole mixed with dirty water flowing through their village.  

When it rained the borehole would be flooded with rain water mixed with animal 

and human feces.  No wonder people got sick! 

So, the objective of the Mok Jong water-sanitation project was to eliminate unnec-

essary water-borne diseases, improve health of the people, and show God’s love 

through kindness.  The project aimed to build a 2000 meter gravity-fed water sys-

tem, 50  latrines for the people, and to teach people about basic hygiene.  The 

budget was $34,799.38, shared by LAF $6,056.25, by the villagers in-kind contri-

butions $9,750, and requested from Adventist Southeast Asia Projects (ASAP) 

$18,993.13.  The work began early in 2015 and phase 1 water system finished in 

May, followed by phase 2 latrines which finished in September.  The implementa-
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tion of phase 3 health talk was done in October 2015 followed by 

the handover ceremony on 20 October 2015. 

The water has changed the village completely.  Whereas previ-

ously people had to fetch the water from a borehole scooping 

bowl-by-bowl into their buckets and carried it home on their 

shoulders.  Now, they just turn on the tap and the water will flow 

nonstop.  It really makes life much easier.  It cuts water fetching 

time and lightens the burden of having to carry the water from 

the borehole as now the water is just at their doorsteps. 

 

Children who previously rarely took a bath because of the lack of 

water, now enjoy bathing and washing.  The water is indeed the 

water of life to these people.  Not only that the water is now easi-

ly accessible, but it is also clean.  One just needs to boil it, to kill 

germs and bacteria, and it is ready for drinking and cooking.  

Furthermore, this water is better than bottled water because it is 

full of natural minerals and nutrients.  Besides washing, bathing, 

drinking, and cooking, the water now provides the people with 

opportunity to have home gardens to grow vegetables.  And with 

organic vegetables readily available for consumption it is ex-

pected that the health of the people of this village will certainly 

improve.  Who would have thought that just a water system 

will make a huge impact in the lives of these people?  But, it 

really does.  I could see that now people are happier and they 

have more time to enjoy time with their family, which in turns, 

improves family relationships and social life of the village im-

proves.  Life in this village is no longer the same.  

Once the water was made available, we had encouraged the 

villagers to dig their latrine pits and we had provided them with 

toilet bowls, cement, sand and gravel, for them to build their 

personal latrines in an effort to eliminate food and water-borne 

Children enjoy washing and bathing all day long  

LAF Delegation poses for photo at the main water tank above the village with the Pak Ou District authority and village leaders    

Water makes washing much easier and more fun 
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We sincerely thank ASAP donors for their support.  For without 

this support LAF would not be able to implement this project for 

the Mok Jong Village.  Now the water and the toilets will keep 

preaching the gospel message to the Mok Jong people for gen-

erations to come.  It is a great way to preach the gospel.   May 

God receive glory and honor through this water of life.  

diseases such as diarrhea, intestinal worms, dysentery, ty-

phoid, and other preventable diseases.  

 

The village of Mok Jong is about 11 km off the tar sealed 

road.  The tract is almost impassible during the rainy season.  

Only converted tractor vehicles could make such climb.  It 

would take more than 2 hours to reach the village.  This kind 

of trip is not recommended for people with back problems.  

Alternatively, a mud bike can also tract up to this village if the 

rider is skillful enough. 

So, phase 2 of the project began in late May, after the water 

was made available.  People had to dig their own latrine pits.  

In some cases, like widow families with no men, our Adventist 

youth in the village helped them dig their pits.  It is good to 

see that people now have proper latrines.  This will surely 

help eliminate preventable diseases as mentioned above.  

Our water has certainly improved the health and lives of the 

people of Mok Jong. 

LAF leaders inspecting and testing the toilets 

Only these kinds of vehicle can climb to the village  

The kind of latrine that we helped build at Mok Jong Village 

Water makes gardening much easier—a  
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 Banner made by the locals at the Donation Ceremony at an Ethnic School, Saravanh Province, Southern Laos 

and blankets.  They were also happy to receive T-shirts and 

other educational items.  It was most rewarding to see the 

smiles on their faces. 

Donation Ceremony at Saravanh Ethnic School 

With partnership of the Thailand Adventist Mission (TAM) and 

donors in Thailand LAF has donated educational items and nec-

essary goods to students of Ethnic schools in Laos since the 

early 2000s.  The main donors of these goods are Khun Oudom 

Srikureja and family, Ramkhamhaeng International School 

(Bangkok), Ekamai International School (Bangkok), and Pastor 

Rungsit Sattayawaksakul (Former TAM president, The Seventh-

day Adventist Church Foundation President).  

Saravanh Province is one of the poorest provinces of Laos with 

a GDP of just over $1,000 per person.  However, one cannot 

measure people’s living standard by the GDP as it can be inflat-

ed by the income of business and mining companies.  It does 

not reflect the reality of people’s lives.  By observations I could 

see evidence of poverty everywhere, especially among the tribal 

people.  This poverty is made more severe by the lack of educa-

tion among the tribal young people. 

The Laos government has been trying to fight poverty by mak-

ing education available to its people.  It set up ethnic boarding 

schools in all major provinces of Laos.  The current Saravanh 

Ethnic School was established in 2012 and has 411 students 

from 10 different ethnics.  There are 16 ethnic schools in Laos 

with over 8,000 students.  LAF team has donated goods to 

many of these schools in many different provinces.   

Our goods were transported from Thailand by a truck and un-

loaded to the local truck to be taken to the venue directly.  All 

the goods were handed directly to the students and staff of the 

school by our delegates and government officials.  Students 

were very happy to receive essential items like mosquito nets 

Our Adventist Community Services Vehicle on the job 

Our delegation seated in the front row during the ceremony 
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Through our church involvements in relief and development 

our Adventist Church is well recognized by the Laos govern-

ment in different levels.  Surely the Lord Jesus is pleased with 

what His church is doing in Laos.  Glory to God in all things we 

do.  Please continue to remember us as we try to do good to 

these less fortunate little children of God. 

Some of the goods we brought from Thailand 

Zongsen tricycle is an “off-road” bike for serious transportation.  

People in Laos use this kind of bike for transporting merchan-

dises, agricultural goods, and just anything heavy.  It can carry 

a load up to 1 tonne of weight and can go just anywhere, even 

where there is no road. 

Can you imagine how many young people this vehicle can 

carry to do evangelism in Pakse?  How about 10 people?  Yes, 

it can carry up to 10 people!  That is only 500 kg of weight.  

Remember, it can carry up to 1 tonne?  Yes, you can rely on 

this vehicle to do the job of urban evangelism in Pakse. 

Our OYIM Pakse is based on the unfinished church building of 

Jiang Say church.  Above the youth is digging a latrine septic 

tank. 

 

We hope to buy one Zongsen bike for our OYIM in Pakse.  It 

costs $2,200 to get one.  Unfortunately, OYIM Laos only has a 

budget of $1,000 and $1,200 is still needed.  Please pray for 

our OYIM in Pakse and also funds to finish the construction of 

Jiang Say Church.  Thank you all for your prayers and support.  

May God bless all of you with all that you do. 

OYIM in Pakse 

Some happy students enjoying their gifts 

Deputy Director General of Special Education Department and 
provincial education director hand over to the school principal 

Our delegation receives certificates of appreciation from the 
government 

Our delegation praying for OYIM group on site in Pakse 
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Pakse SDA Church is ready to take the first breath of life again 

For several years, since 2008, Pakse church was forced to close its door to 

worshippers.  Now, the climate has changed and Pakse church is ready to 

take a new breath of life.  The once crowded church is now empty, but clean 

and ready to take in new set of worshippers.  That is a reason that Lao At-

tached Field (LAF) is planning to set up a language school here at the down-

stairs of this church building to attract new young and educated believers 

through a language school.  Language school is the most effective way to 

make contacts and share the gospel message in Laos.  

Pakse will soon be named as Champasak City, reflecting the original name of 

the kingdom of Champasak.  Kingdom of Champasak was once a southern 

kingdom, part of the three kingdoms of the Lane Xang Kingdom.  The other 

two were Vientiane and Luang Prabang kingdoms.  Gaining the second most 

populous and modern city of Laos, Pakse had a population of 87,000 as in 

2005.  It is now estimated that over 100,000 living and working in Pakse, capi-

tal city of Champasak province that has almost 700,000 population.   

As the southern regional capital city, Pakse has also become the southern 

educational hub as well.  The Pakse University is also the largest university 

campus of Laos, spanning several kilometres each direction.  Students from 4 

southern provinces come here to study.  There are also finance, teachers, 

business, agriculture, and technology colleges in Pakse too, making student 

population in Pakse reaching to tens of thousands. 

Pakse SDA Church situated less than 800 meters to the Pakse university and 

only 150 meters to a high school.  In fact, it is centrally located in the educa-

tion hub of Pakse.  This gives our church property the 

best location for a language school. 

LAF would like to acknowledge the sacrifice of the 

Volachit family who donated this piece of land to the 

church and also Adventist Southeast Asia Projects 

(ASAP) who originally built this 8x15 meter—two 

storey church building.  Pakse church was the third 

and largest Adventist church ever built in Laos.   

 

The plan now is to convert the ground floor into 4 

classrooms and 1 office.  We will also have to build a 

toilet block and a teacher apartment adjacent to the 

back of the church.  The total cost of the project is 

estimated at $30,000.  Once the school building is 

complete LAF will send a couple to manage this 

school.  The husband is our church pastor whose 

wife is a native English speaker. 

 

It is believed that once the school operates it will at-

tract hundreds of students in no time.  We hope that 

through the ministry of our pastor and his wife, gradu-

ally the upstairs empty church will be filled with songs 

of praise and worshippers on every Sabbath.  We will 

also welcome native speaking volunteer teachers.  

So, if you know that God is calling you to come to 

Pakse to teach English for the sake of the gospel 

please let us know.  But before that please join us in 

prayer that the Lord will provide the needed fund of 

$30,000 to build our school first.  We hope to begin 

this project in 2016 as soon as the funds start arriv-

ing.  The new school year in Laos is in August.  So, 

we hope that by then we will see our language school 

in Pakse up in operation and hundreds of students fill 

our classrooms.  What a joy that will be for God to 

see His children are learning to speak English and 

more importantly getting to know Him and His plan of 

salvation.  If you can help or know someone who can 

please let us know ASAP.       

Help Resurrect Pakse Church 

The ground floor of the church can be converted into 
4 English language classrooms 


